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Agenda
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Schools:
Beltsville Academy
Buck Lodge MS
Martin L. King, Jr. MS
Vansville ES

Student Impact:
Approx. 300

❖ Explanation/ Background
❖ Proposed Adjustments
❖ Terminal Grade Provision
❖ Timeline 
❖ Contact Information



Facility Utilization 
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Facility Utilization student 
enrollment divided by building 
capacity

Building Capacity number of 
students a school building is 
designed to accommodate 

Calculated using the state-rated 
capacity formula

Over-utilization Challenges
➢ Use of Temporary or Inefficient Space
➢ Safety and Emergency Concerns
➢ Parking and Traffic Issues

Under-utilization Challenges
➢ Fewer Electives and Programs
➢ Less Capital Improvement Funding
➢ Empty Space

https://iac.mdschoolconstruction.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/05/IAC-APG-May-8-2025.pdf


Projected facility utilization is outside the target range at 
Beltsville Academy, Buck Lodge MS, MLK Jr. MS or 
Vansville ES
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Projected Utilization Rate by School and Year

Target facility utilization 
is 80- 95% per the 
Facilities Master Plan

Beltsville Academy and 
Buck Lodge MS are 
above target utilization

MLK Jr. MS and 
Vansville ES are below 
target utilization

Beltsville Academy and 
Buck Lodge MS have 
Special Ed programs 
which are space 
intensive

TARGET RANGE



Adjusting attendance areas would decrease the 
variance in facility utilization among the schools
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Vansville ES and MLK 
Jr. MS move within 
target range

Beltsville Academy 
and Buck Lodge move 
closer to target range

Vansville ES - receives 
120 students from 
Beltsville Academy

MLK, Jr. MS - receives 
75 students from 
Beltsville Academy & 
100 students from 
Buck Lodge MS

Revised Projected Utilization Rate by School and Year

TARGET RANGE



Residential developments are being monitored in the 
Vansville ES/ MLK Jr. MS attendance areas
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Similar developments in 
the area have yielded:

12 K-12 students per 
100 apartment units

20 K-12 students per 
100 single-family and 
townhome units

Vansville ES/ MLK Jr. 
MS attendance area 
student population has 
declined despite 
construction of 600 
townhomes and 430 
apartments

Konterra Town Center (Phase I)
220 townhomes + 350 apartments

Anderson’s Green
40 townhomes (Phase I) 
26 townhomes (Future Phase)
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Attendance Area 
Map Adjustments:

Hatched area in Buck 
Lodge MS boundary 
moves to MLK Jr. MS 
(Calverton area)

Hatched area in 
Beltsville Academy 
boundary moves to  
Vansville ES (K-5th) 
and MLK Jr. MS 
(6th-8th)



School Finder
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Use School Finder to 
verify if an address is 
impacted 

gis.pgcps.org/
schoolfinder

http://gis.pgcps.org/schoolfinder/findschool2.asp
http://gis.pgcps.org/schoolfinder/findschool2.asp
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Terminal Grade Provision
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• Eligible to Remain: Rising 8th graders from Buck Lodge MS and 
Beltsville Academy.

• Eligible to Remain (One Year Only): Rising 5th graders from 
Beltsville Academy.

• Transportation: Must be parent-provided for those who choose to 
remain.

• Not Eligible: Siblings not entering 5th or 8th grade.

 



Timeline
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School Year 2025-2026

➔ Feb 10 & 11 Community Meetings 
➔ March 3 Board Public Hearing
➔ March 26 Board of Education Vote
➔ March 30 Parent/ Guardian Final Notification

School Year 2026-2027
➔ August School reassignment in effect



Share Feedback & Get More Details
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Email: school.boundaries@pgcps.org

Web Page: 
www.pgcps.org/offices/pupil-accounting/school-boundaries/boundary-discussions

mailto:school.boundaries@pgcps.org
http://www.pgcps.org/offices/pupil-accounting/school-boundaries/boundary-discussions



